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"repeated at each river of the Punjab, and with especial
"force at Goozerat and Wazeerabad.

"Nor has Cashmere, during subsequent and more
"modern invasions of India by the same route ever
"played other than a quiescent part; and the importance
"of her flanking position has never therefore been made
"sufficiently prominent; nor have her resources on such
"occasions been skilfully availed of by the potentates
"engaged in the defence. Had they been so, it is diffi-
"cult to conjecture how such invaders as Timour Lang
"(Tamerlane), Baber, Mahmoud, Nadir Shah, etc., could
"ever have passed the rivers of the Punjab in safety,
"for of course the defending army could operate on
"their communication? and take them in reverse at
"each river; but the Lahore State and Cashmere were
"too often rivals instead of strong allies, and so both
"fell under foreign invasion.

"Thus much as to the importance of Cashmere as
"guarding the flank of what may be called the "Khyber
"line of least resistance" into India. Now to turn to its
''other (or north-east flank, traversed by the route from
"Kashgar and Yarkund over the Kara Koorum, vid Leh
"and the Tang Lung pass into Roopshu, and so into the
"Lahoul and Kulu Valleys just now being opened out
"for trade. Not much is to be said for this route. Let
"it be noted, however, that where traders and their
"animals can pass, wild troops can also pass. It need
"not be noted that the Cashmere State absolutely com-
"mands and holds that route.

Routes from "Lastly, as regards the routes from Central Asia
central Asia, "j^^g direct into Cashmere itself. The course of the
"following historical sketch-will tell of at least two
"invasions of that country from Kashgar and Yarkund
"apparently by .the routes of Leh and Iskardo of armies
"several thousands strong;* and in early times we read
"of armies advancing from Baduksh&n vid Yassin and

. * Vide the History about 1589 and 1557.